[Ototoxicity of cisplatin in children with malignant diseases].
Ten out of 20 children with malignant diseases who received cisplatin in combination with other drugs developed hearing impairment primarily at the higher and rarely also at the lower frequencies. The CDDP-ototoxicity was found to be dose-related and irreversible. Audiometric abnormalities were symmetrical and bilateral. Two patients had symptomatic hearing impairment. Ototoxicity was more severe with higher individual and higher cumulative doses. CNS-irradiation increases the ototoxic effect of CDDP. Audiometric testing at the beginning of chemotherapy and during chemotherapy is important to find out preexisting disturbances of hearing function and to recognize early developing hearing loss.